


https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_es

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/european-green-deal-communication_en.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEWiL7A9kIY&t=15s
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Collaborative Innovation

https://www.newplasticseconomy.org/



https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/make-fashion-circular



https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-
work/activities/food





Catalonia in figures (2018)

Source: Catalan Statistics Institute (Idescat) and DIRCE.

MILLION INHABITANTS7.5      

COMPANIES618,366      

GDP€242,3 BN

INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES37,605

20.7% INDUSTRIAL GVA

DIVERSE PRODUCTIVE BASE
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Joint project with Territory and Sustainability Dept. / Method and support from Ellen MacArthur Foundation



• Catalonia was the 1st region in Continental Europe that 
received the greatest R&D investment and the highest 
number of R&D jobs,  and represents the 56.4% of the 
R&D investment in Spain in the period 2012-2016.

• More than 1,300 startups are located in Catalonia.

• Barcelona ranks as the 3th city in attractiveness for 
founders, according to Startup Heatmap Europe Report 
2018  and lies 5th in the European league table of 
startup hubs, behind cities such as London, Berlin, 
Paris and Amsterdam

• Catalonia has huge leading scientific facilities such as:
ALBA Synchrotron, Mare Nostrum (3rd Southern
Europe Supercomputer), Biomedical Research Park,
Scientific Park of Barcelona, Barcelona Institute of
Science and Technology, ICIQ or ICFO, among many
others.



Note: The u se of the se tra demarks is for inf ormative purp oses o nly. Trademarks ment ioned in t his documen t are the registe red t rademarks of t he compa nies to wh ich t hey be long and are not ow ned by ACCIÓ. Th is isa part ial and i llu strative repre sentatio n of compan ies
that form part of the ecosystem in Catalonia; however, there may exist other companies that have not been included in the study.



ECONOMY SOLUTIONS IN CATALONIA

In Catalonia there are a number of initiatives and organizations related to the Circular Economy: public
authorities that drive projects and initiatives, organized clusters, universities, technology centres and other
stakeholders, trade shows and International networks.

391
COMPANIES (2014)

70,419
EMPLOYEES (2014)

€4,090 M 
of TURNOVER 
(2015) 

The 391 companies identif ied have an

aggregate turnover of €11,038 M, of

which €4,090 M is exclusively linked to

the Circular Economy.

The €4,090 M accounts for 2% of the

total Catalan GDP (2014).

6 major operators of w aste concentrate

more than a third of the total

estimated business volume in Circular

Economy.

Waste includes 76.4% of employees , and

of these, 82.5% are involved in the waste

managementsubsector.

91% of the companies identif ied are SMEs

(under 250 employees) and 83% are

companies incorporated before 2007

(companies over 10 years of age).

52.2% of the companies in the sector

export and 12.2% have a subsidiary

abroad.

76% of companies are concentrated in

Barcelona.

Waste includes 67.3% of companies .

Source: Clus ter Devel opm ent, havi ng first i dentified the companies on the basis of i nformation taken

from i nterviews , a search by codes of refer ence and previous directories and databases provi ded by

sector stakeholders and ACCIÓ, later recovering the information available in the SABI Online database





Note: The use of these trademarks is for info rmative p urpo ses only. Tra demarks ment ione d in t his document are t he reg istered trademarks of t he compan ies to which they belo ng and are not owne d by AC CIÓ. This isa partia lan d illustrat ive repre sentation of compan ies that f orm part of the eco system in Cata lon ia; ho wever, there may
exist other companies that have not been included in the study.



http://catalonia.com/circulareconomy.jsp



An antioxidant fiber of almonds and hazelnuts as a natural medicine

First test in bioplastic bags in industrial scale

Valorization of organic waste to produce bioplastics up graded properties. Biotech IA 3D 

Using and innovative complex production process first in class

Quantitative and cost-effective mobile based solution

Batteries made of paper, carbon and small quantities of non-toxic metals



Eco-friendly integral health care solutions

Technology 4.0 applied to material recovery from MRF waste stream types

Moving towards a European recycling society with a high level of resource efficiency

Microbial fuel cells as an alternative energy source. - build environment -4.0

High-end reclaimed material for circular living, all made from cellulose waste

Use in adsorbent filters in the treatment of water and gas

http://www.moba-automation.es/


Circular Economy  Hotspot 
Catalonia

cehotspot.cat
@mediambientcat

@accio_cat
#CEHotspotCAT

#CatalunyaCircular

http://www.cehotspot.cat/en/home

500 participants 

25 countries
in previous CE Hotspot editions

http://www.cehotspot.cat/en/home




@accio_cat

Thanks !
Gràcies !

Maite Ardèvol
Circular Economy and Sustainability Lead
mardevol@gencat.cat 


